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	Attending the Public Forum on the New York Learning Standards was very beneficial to my knowledge because as I sat at the table with three English teachers and two coordinators, I absorbed enormous amount of information about different views toward the English Languages Arts Standards. The forum’s main objective was to gather information and input from professionals of this field, in order to revise the ELA Standards. Everyone at the table had a passionate and informative conversation regarding what we feel should be taken into consideration for possible revision. Some of our conclusions were that the areas of study should follow some sort of interdisciplinary manner and when being assessed at the end of the year, students should be tested not only in English, but a combination of subjects all at once. By assessing students with one test, allows each individual to understand the relationship between different areas of study and gives more time to students and teachers for review. According to each teacher, test preparation takes up an enormous amount of time. In the middle of the year, students need to drop everything they have been doing and listen with full attention, as the teacher begins drilling to students the test taking techniques and sample questions. The time lost from the practice test and taking of the actual test, can be used to efficiently allow each student to acquire a type of skill that they will be able to carry on with each grade, and eventually take out into the world after their high school graduation. In general, we all agreed that the test needs to be revised, so that it will allow each student:  to draw from their personal experiences, give room for multiple ways to test their strengths, and not to be confined to just answering remote memorization questions.
